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Lesson: 05-18-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Students will learn about the artist Henri Matisse, his many 

styles and his great contributions to the Art world



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work 

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills 
Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find or 
design concepts

Figure 
Friday

Figure drawing 
challenges



Henri Matisse 
Lived 1869-1954

Known by many as “The Master 
of Color”

Henri Matisse was a French 
Painter and Sculptor, 
Pronounced (On-ree Mah-tees)



Why Painting?
❖ Before discovering his love for painting Henri was 

encouraged to study to be a lawyer by his father.

❖ When he was 21 years old, he had a bad case of 

appendicitis and had to be hospitalized.  

❖ During his recovery in the hospital his mother brought 

him a box of paints to pass the time.

❖ He enjoyed working with the paints so much, he decided to 

end his career as a lawyer and become a painter.



The Joy of exploration
Throughout his schooling in 
Paris, Matisse experimented 
with countless different 
styles and art mediums 
trying to learn and 
experience all that he 
could. He even loved to 
befriend other artists who 
were just as experimental 
as him (like Picasso)



The Fauvist Style
❖ In 1902, along with a group of 

other struggling artist’s, Matisse 
helped to create a new art style 
called Fauvism.  The word “Fauvism” 
is French for “Wild Beasts.”  Art 
critics called their style “Wild 
Beasts” because they used such wild 
colors it looked as if wild beasts 
created their paintings. 

❖ Fauvism is a style in which a 
painter uses pure colors without 
any mixing, which appears to be 
more vibrant than you would 
normally see in real life. 



Fauvism
Besides using pure 
colors, the Fauves also 
avoided details and 
distorted their shapes to 
create a sense of 
movement in their 
paintings. 

Matisse loved working 
with brilliant colors so 
much, he was often called 
the “The Master of 
Color”.



The building of his Legacy and Reputation
Although the Fauvist art movement was very shocking to 
people in 1905 when Matisse first displayed some of his 
early work in Paris, by the end of World War I much of 
Matisse’s work was beginning to gain popularity world wide.

Some Characteristics Matisse is known for:

❖ Bold forms
❖ Bright Colors
❖ His love of still lifes
❖ His tendency to use brilliant patterns in the background









The Later Life of Matisse
Due to a cancer diagnosis in 1941 
Matisse was no longer strong enough to 
stand and paint but he  did not allow 
this to take away his creative outlet.

It was then that he turned to another form 
of artistic expression where he began to 
work on large paper cut-out designs.

Because he had an assistant he could work 
lying in bed or sitting comfortably in an 
armchair or his wheelchair. 



Paper Cut outs
He used large scissors to cut out 
interesting geometric and organic 
shapes.  Most were abstract and not 
very realistic. 

Often times he would cut extremely 
large paper cut-outs for murals and 
wall decorations. 



Posters we use to 
teach you...
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